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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



Why this last word should have been used we do not 
see. It is certainly not " unkind" to express in plain and 
courteous language a conviction that has grown out of a 
careful and conscientious study of any subject. Would 
Dr. Drummond think it fair if we were to say that it is 
trivial and unkind in him, a single peace society man, to 
oppose the opinion of the Brigade held by the Peace 
Societies and by the friends of peace everywhere, almost 
without exception ? He must know that our objection to 
the organization is founded, not on mere imagination and 
whim, not on a mere professional sense of duty as mem- 
bers of peace societies, but on two principles either of 
which is sufficient to justify strong opposition to the 
Brigade and to remove any suspicion of unkindness or 
of triviality on the part of those who object to it. The 
first of these is the boys' natural tendency to quarrelsome- 
ness and fighting and their love for the pomp and glamour 
of military life. The Brigade falls in with and strengthens 
these natural tendencies, instead of opposing them. The 
second ground of opposition is that habits formed in boy- 
hood become a fixed part of the life and unconsciously 
shape its course and its choices in after years. It is not 
the military imagery in the Brigade to which we object. 
Such imagery when free from all that is essentially mili- 
tary, as in the Salvation Army, is not only harmless, but 
really useful. This military imagery is much used in the 
New Testament, but when illustrating and enforcing 
spiritual truth, it is always pure imagery and nothing 
more. In the Boys' Brigade, instead of imagery, are 
found the essentials of militarism, — the gun, the sword, 
the drill, the camp, and strict military obedience. These 
boys, who are " deceived " into believing they are soldiers, 
as Dr. Drummond said in the address, do in this training 
exactly what those do who are actually preparing for war 
and fighting. This makes the Brigade as real a war-trap 
as is the actual uniform and parade ground of the soldier. 
It is to this essence of military enticement that objection 
is made, which, if the well established laws of life do not 
in this case fail to operate, is certain to produce in after 
years more or less of the military spirit and love of war, 
and to make it easier to introduce in this country a com- 
pulsory military service like the accursed and slavish sys- 
tem of Europe. 

Before finishing his address Dr. Drummond, in an effort 
to keep the Brigade from becoming too military, unwit- 
tingly granted the presence in it of the very danger to 
which we refer. He said that in Scotland they tried to 
reduce the military elements to a minimum. They did 
not permit the use of real guns or swords or even uni- 
forms. They used only wooden guns, a fifty cent cap 
and a twenty-five cent belt, " making a boy for seventy, 
five cents." He spoke in a criticising way of the 
real guns and full uniforms which he found in America, 
as tending to magnify the military side of the organi- 
zation, at the expense of its Christian purpose. But 



why minimize the military elements, if they are not 
dangerous? And why minimize the gun and uniform ele- 
ments, and insist on strict military obedience? Why not 
minimize this latter also, as it is even more dangerous to 
the moral liberty of a Christian life than the external 
trappings of war to a just conception of true Christianity. 
It may be possible in Scotland where the Brigade origina- 
ted to keep its military side in the background. But that is 
not possible when the organization spreads abroad and 
becomes a well developed system, managed by all sorts of 
church members. The Brigade has sprung into existence 
in America in full fledged military dress. You could not 
distinguish a Brigade company on parade from the 
regular militia. American boys cannot be persuaded to 
think that they are soldiers by giving them a dummy gun 
and a cheap cap and belt, and in spite of Dr. Drummond's 
advice they will go right on wearing brass-buttoned uni- 
forms and carrying real guns. 

The inevitable tendencies of the system have already 
strongly manifested themselves in the development of the 
movement up to the present time. The cheap Scotch 
cap and belt have given way to the more expensive uni- 
forms, the wooden guns in many places to real rifles, and 
as years go on the more serious and dangerous results 
will appear in their order. The only way to prevent 
these results is to abandon the movement outright. 
Neither Dr. Drummond nor any one else can prevent a 
seed which is watered and nourished from bearing fruit 
after its kind. 



COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF DELEGATES 
TO THE WORLD'S PEACE CONGRESS. 

The following have been appointed a committee on 
reception of delegates to the World's Peace Congress. 
They will look after the comfort and convenience of those 
attending the Congress, especially of those coming as 
delegates from foreign nations. 

William O. McDowell, Chairman, 20 Spruce Street, 
Newark, N. J. 

CHICAGO. 

Professor George N. Boardman, 641 Washington 
Boulevard. 

Allen W. Flitcraft, 200 Randolph Street. 
Charles H. Howard, Times Building. 
Mrs. Thomas J. Lawrence. 
Mrs. Frederick A. Smith, Hotel Metropole. 
W. B. Wickersham, Chicago Public Library. 

NEW YORK. 

Elias H. Underbill, 235 East 27th Street. 

Mrs. M. Louise Thomas, Webster Avenue, Fordham. 

Mrs. Mary Frost Ormsby, 115 West 96th Street. 

WASHINGTON. 

Dr. T. A. Bland. Mrs. Belva A. Lockwood. 
Mrs. Martha D. Lincoln. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

Joshua L. Bailey, Bank Street. 
Thomas J. Whitney, 60 North 4th Street. 
Dr. Sarah T. R. Eavenson, 2013 Vine Street. 
Rev. N. L. Upham, 310 Chestnut Street. 

BOSTON. 

Rev. C. B. Smith, West Medford. 

Rev. S. C. Bushnell, Arlington. 

Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells, 423 Boylston Street. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



Remember that the Peace Congress will open in Chicago 
on the 14th day of August and continue one week, in the 
Memorial Art Palace, on the lake front, at the foot of 
Adams Street, near the principal hotels of the city and 
near the Illinois Central railway station. The Congress 
will be composed of delegates of the peace societies of 
different countries, of delegates from religious bodies and 
other organizations attached to the cause of peace, of 
accredited representatives of governments who may have 
been sent to attend the various Congresses, and of indi- 
vidual adherents to the cause of peace. Cards of mem- 
b rship will be issued to all duly appointed delegates on 
their arrival at the opening of the Congress. AH persons 
who may wish to attend the sessions of the Congress will 
be furnished with a card of admission. Badges will also 
be provided. 



The peace exhibit is now duly installed in the Manu- 
factures and Liberal Arts Building at the World's Fair. 
The location is section D of the gallery, column A 99. 
The exhibit consists of a series of excellent charts showing 
the cost of war in various ways, the history of our 
public debt, comparative size of armies of this country 
and the old world, etc. ; of a number of fine portraits of 
some of the leading peace men of the past ; of a reference 
library of peace publications ; of peace flags of different 
countries (the national flag on a background of white) ; 
of literature for free distribution, etc., etc., etc. Clarence 
Smith, who has been placed in charge of the exhibit, will 
be glad to welcome to the section any of the friends of 
peace who may be visiting the Exposition. A large 
record book has been provided for the enrolling of names, 
in which it is very desirable that all who believe in peace 
and arbitration should place their names. 



As to hotels and railway rates we do not know that it 
will be of any advantage to make any announcements. 
All the railways are making special rates to the Fair, and 
we shall not be able to get any different rates for those 
attending the Peace Congress. The building in which 



the Congress will be held is near the principal hotels of 
the city, at which about the usual rates will be charged. 
There are many good hotels of the second class at which 
rooms can be had at from one to three dollars per day. 
There are hotels in abundance near the Exposition grounds 
which are several miles out from the city on the line of 
the Illinois Central Railroad. During the week of the 
Congress the headquarters of the peace workers will be in 
the Memorial Art Palace where the Congress is to be held. 
It will be well for those who can do so to arrange for 
lodging in advance, but we think there will be no difficulty 
in finding good accommodations at the time. 



The American Peace Society makes a special appeal to 
all its members and friends throughout the United States 
for funds for the purposes of the peace exhibit and the 
Peace Congress at Chicago. Our expenses have already 
been greatly increased in preparing for these, and as yet 
we have received but few special contributions. Do not 
withhold what you have to give because it is small. A 
large number of small contributions will serve the purpose 
just as well as a few large ones. Our Society wants to do 
its full share in making the work of the summer effective, 
and this it can not do without funds. We have already, 
in addition to the preparation of articles of exhibit, had 
printed and sent on for free distribution considerable 
quantities of literature and wish to send more. If any 
of the readers of the Advocate are not yet members of 
the Society, you can aid us by sending $2 for annual mem- 
bership, or $20 for life membership. The opportunity of 
doing good at Chicago is a great one and ought not to be 
lost, but money is the sinews of peace as well as of war. 
The Secretary will be glad to receive at once what you 
have to give. 



In the May number of the Bulletin of the Lyceum 
League of America, published by Perry Mason & Co., 
Boston, Mr. LeRoy Phillips has prepared an outline of a 
model debate on the question, " Will arbitration take the 
place of war?" It is to be hoped that the question will 
be taken up in a large number of lyceums and thoroughly 
studied, not simply debated, but carefully and candidly 
studied. Among the questions of the hour none is more 
pressing or more worthy of investigation. It is every- 
body's question, forcing itself upon the attention of all 
enlightened men and women. A thorough and impartial 
study of the " signs of the times" is sure to lead to the 
conclusion that war must disappear. Dr. Ferrero of 
Milan, Italy, in a recent lecture said that formerly he had 
been a pessimist, regarding war as a necessity, though 
looking upon it with horror. But further study had con- 
vinced him that it was not necessary, and that it should 
and could be done away with. Opinion is fast becoming 
optimistic on the subject. 



